
Table of Contents

2011 Parks, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

SECTION 1 – INTRODUCTION

SECTION 2 – DEMOGRAPHICS
Dunwoody Population Trends....................................................................2.1
Population by Race and Ethnicity...............................................................2.4
Population by Age .....................................................................................2.5
Education, Employment and Income Profiles ...........................................2.7
Summary....................................................................................................2.8

SECTION 3 – PUBLIC INPUT
Interview Findings......................................................................................3.1
Public Meeting Findings.............................................................................3.4
Community Survey Findings ....................................................................3.10
Program and Activity Participation........................................................... 3.11
Park and Program Usage.......................................................................... 3.14
Access to the Parks...................................................................................3.16
Perceptions of Safety................................................................................3.17
Overall Performance...............................................................................  3.18
Marketing.................................................................................................3.18
Facility Priorities.......................................................................................3.20
Funding and Willingness to Contribute...................................................3.21
Respondent Demographics .....................................................................3.23
Summary of Public Input .........................................................................3.24

SECTION 4 – OPERATIONS, STAFF AND PROGRAM ANALYSIS
Assessment ................................................................................................4.1
Administration Recommendations – Short Term.......................................4.3
Administration Recommendations – Year 3 – 5.........................................4.5

Parks......................................................................................................4.6
Recreation Programs..............................................................................4.7

Mid-term Items..........................................................................................4.7
Revenue Enhancement in Department ..................................................4.7
Formalize Stakeholder Coordination Committee.....................................4.8

Administration Recommendations – Year 5 – 10.......................................4.9
Summary of Recommendations.................................................................4.9

Administration........................................................................................4.9
Other Issues.........................................................................................4.10

�



Table of Contents

� 2011 Parks, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan

Section 5 – Budget Analysis
Features of Budget......................................................................................5.1

City Taxing Review.................................................................................5.2
Revenue Collection................................................................................5.2
Comparison to Local Jurisdictions ..........................................................5.2
Characteristics of Cities Benchmarked....................................................5.3

Economic Indicators ..................................................................................5.3
Per Capita Income..................................................................................5.3
Per Capita Spending - Parks and Recreation............................................5.4
Cost Recovery........................................................................................5.4

Summary of Budget....................................................................................5.5
Recommended Actions.. .......................................................................5.6

SECTION 6 – FACILITIES ASSESSMENT AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Overall Plan Recommendations ................................................................6.2
NRPA Guidelines .......................................................................................6.3
Park Classification .....................................................................................6.5

Mini Park ..............................................................................................6.6
Neighborhood Park ...............................................................................6.6
Community Park ...................................................................................6.6
Large Urban Park....................................................................................6.7
Special-Use Park  ...................................................................................6.7
Natural Resource Area/Preserve .............................................................6.7
Greenways  ...........................................................................................6.7
School Park  ..........................................................................................6.8
Private Park/Recreation Facility and Church/Non-profit Groups...............6.9
Other Park and Recreation Service Providers .........................................6.9
Community Green Space and Zoning Provisions .................................6.10

Service Area Analyses .............................................................................. 6.11
Gap Analysis ........................................................................................6.11

General Park Evaluations, Observations and Recommendations............6.14
General Park Observations ..................................................................6.14
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)  .................................................6.15
Playground Safety Standards ................................................................6.16
Vandalism ...........................................................................................6.17

Individual Park and Facility Assessments and Recommendations...........6.17
Brook Run............................................................................................6.18 
Donaldson-Chesnut House...................................................................6.22
Dunwoody Park and Dunwoody Nature Center...................................6.27
Perimeter Park......................................................................................6.30
North Dekalb Cultural Arts Center........................................................6.32
Vernon Springs Park .............................................................................6.34
Windwood Hollow Park ......................................................................6.37

Proposed Parks and Facilities...................................................................6.38



�2011 Parks, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan

Urban Greenway Corridors..................................................................6.38
Riparian Greenways Corridors..............................................................6.39
Dunwoody Village Green Space...........................................................6.39 
Georgetown / North Shallowford Green Space.....................................6.40
General Recommendations..................................................................6.40

Park Development Priorities....................................................................6.43

SECTION 7 – LAND ACQUISITION and Opinions of probable cost
Goals of Land Acquisition and Open Space Preservation..........................7.1

Land Acquisition Recommendations ......................................................7.1
Opinions of Probable Cost and Phasing Plan............................................7.4

Greenways ............................................................................................7.5
Brook Run..............................................................................................7.7 
Donaldson-Chesnut House....................................................................7.9
Dunwoody Nature Center....................................................................7.10
Perimeter Park.....................................................................................7.12
Windwood Hollow Park ......................................................................7.13

SECTION 8 – FUNDING RECOMMENDATIONS
Traditional Primary Funding Methods........................................................8.1
	 Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax (SPLOST)...................................8.1

General Obligation Bonds......................................................................8.1
User Fees...............................................................................................8.2
Non-Resident Fees.................................................................................8.2
Parks Access Fee.....................................................................................8.2
Dedicated Millage..................................................................................8.3
Regulatory Funding or Development Sources..........................................8.3
Right-of-Way or Greenway Easement Dedication ...................................8.4
Lodging, Car Rentals and Liquor Excise Taxes.........................................8.4
Local Income Tax ..................................................................................8.5

Alternative Funding Sources.......................................................................8.5
Grants ...................................................................................................8.5

Alternative Funding Methods.....................................................................8.7
Partnerships ...........................................................................................8.7
“Buy-A-Foot” Programs...........................................................................8.7
Fundraising ............................................................................................8.8
Funding Recommendations Summary ....................................................8.8

APPENDIX
Community Survey Results ........................................................................A.1
Greenway Conservation Easement Agreement .......................................A.73
Brook Run Master Plan.............................................................................A.77

WORKS REFERENCED.........................................................................................A.97

Table of Contents



Table of Contents

� 2011 Parks, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan

THIS PAGE LEFT INTENTIONALLY BLANK




